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Oregon’s unemployment rate was 4.1% in January.
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Why are Oregonians unemployed?

January 2024

New to the workforce
42,200 (52%)

Lost job 
26,000 (32%)

Left job voluntarily
13,800 (17%)
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Southwestern Oregon had the highest unemployment rate in January.
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Oregon employers lost 4,900 nonfarm payroll jobs in January.

Average monthly nonfarm 
employment changes:     

2017
+3,300 jobs

2018
+2,900 jobs

2019
+2,600 jobs

2020 
-12,700 jobs

2021 
+8,400 jobs

2022
+3,800 jobs

2023
+1,100 jobs
2024 (Jan)
-4,900 jobs
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Many broad sectors of Oregon’s economy have Lost jobs over the past year.
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Construction lost 600 jobs in January.
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Professional and business services declined by 1,700 jobs in January.

Over the year job change (NSA):
Professional and technical services: -4,000
Management of companies: -1,000
Administrative and waste services: -5,500
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Financial activities gained 300 jobs in January.
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Source: Oregon Employment Department, Current Employment Statistics

Over the year job change (NSA):
Finance and insurance: +400
Real estate and leasing and rental: -2,300 
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Private health care and social assistance Gained 1,100 jobs in January.

Reclassification of 
home care workers

Over the year (not 
seasonally adjusted):

Ambulatory: 
+2,500

Hospitals: 
+1,600

Nursing and residential:
+4,300

Social assistance:
+4,000
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The U.S. and Oregon Trends have diverged in the recovery from the pandemic recession. 
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Five of nine workforce areas are in a jobs expansion.
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Across Oregon, businesses reported roughly 
72,800 vacancies at any given time in 2023.
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Health care and social assistance reported the 
most vacancies of any industry.

Industry Vacancies

Average 
Hourly 
Wage

Difficult 
to Fill

All Industries 72,815       $25.13 61%
Health care and social assistance 19,499       $27.32 62%
Leisure and hospitality 8,131         $17.00 62%
Management, administrative, and waste services 7,567         $23.95 59%
Retail trade 6,378         $19.99 50%
Manufacturing 6,338         $22.87 69%
Construction 5,845         $29.70 73%
Professional, scientific, and technical services 5,324         $36.21 46%
Other services 3,650         $25.96 73%
Wholesale trade 2,726         $22.22 46%
Financial activities 2,047         $23.61 50%
Natural resources and mining 1,736         $19.90 72%
Transportation, warehousing, and utilities 1,643         $24.22 81%
Information 1,219         $34.63 41%
Private educational services 691            $30.03 38%

Source: Oregon Employment Department 

2023 Oregon Job Vacancies by Industries 
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Businesses were hiring for a variety of jobs across the economy 
in 2023. They reported vacancies for 380 different occupations.

Occupation Vacancies
Full-time 

Positions
Permanent 

Positions
Difficult-to-Fill 

Vacancies
All Occupations 72,815       82% 94% 61%

 Personal Care Aides 2,700         74% 100% 62%
 Retail Salespersons 2,567         71% 84% 42%
 Heavy and Tractor-Trailer Truck Drivers 1,753         97% 98% 86%
 Nursing Assistants 1,731         76% 100% 58%
 Registered Nurses 1,643         81% 99% 84%
 Customer Service Representatives 1,617         85% 96% 49%
 Cooks, Restaurant 1,445         67% 89% 86%
 Production Workers, All Other 1,419         86% 97% 55%
 Cashiers 1,356         50% 95% 31%
 Business Operations Specialists, All Other 1,247         99% 95% 48%
 Construction Laborers 1,224         94% 91% 63%
 Waiters and Waitresses 1,211         44% 85% 31%
 Social and Human Service Assistants 1,200         90% 100% 29%
 Fast Food and Counter Workers 1,139         40% 98% 31%

Top Occupations in Oregon
With the Highest Number of Job Vacancies, 2023

Source: Oregon Employment Department
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Oregon’s total employment is projected to grow by 10%.
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Private-sector growth of 
194,100 jobs (11%)

Slower growth in 
government, adding 
17,900 jobs (6%)

Additional 9,400 self-
employed Oregonians 
(7%)
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THE INFORMATION SECTOR LEADS LONG-TERM INDUSTRY GROWTH.
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Information Leads Long-Term Employment Growth
Oregon Industry Projections, 2022-2032

Source: Oregon Employment Department

Information is projected to 
grow the fastest (+20%).

Health care and social 
assistance and leisure and 
hospitality are projected to 
grow the second-fastest 
(+17% each). 

Growth in leisure and 
hospitality is driven by 
recovery from the pandemic. 



21

Healthcare Support Leads Occupational Growth.
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The health care support 
occupational group is projected 
to grow the fastest at 20.3%. The 
growing elderly population, 
which typically has increased 
healthcare needs compared to 
younger groups, will in turn 
increase demand for caregiving 
and therapy services. 

Computer and mathematical 
occupations are the second 
fastest-growing occupational 
group at 20.0%. 



Anna Johnson, Senior Economic Analyst 
Anna.L.Johnson@employ.Oregon.gov
503-991-2110

Sign up for the latest workforce and economic research 
www.qualityinfo.org/subscribe

Follow us on Twitter / X @OED_Research
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